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Persecution in Asia

Acts ~ 40s-50s AD (see 13:45, 1419, 19:23f)
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Persecutionin Asia

Acts ~ 40s-50s AD (see 13 45 14 19 19: 23f)

] Peter ~ 65 AD

Revelation ~ 90s AD (see 2:9-10 13, 13:7-10)‘ =




There is no evidence in 1 Peter that the Christians In
Asia Minor experienced martyrdom, nor organized,
state-sponsored, empire-wide persecutlon Peter
wrote to Christians scattered through modern-day

Turkey, who experienced sporadic mistreatment and |
abuse, ridicule and shame, 5|mply and only because i
they |dent|f|ed with Christ. ~

Juan Sanchez, 7 Peter for You, p. 14
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U.S. Christians projected to fall below 50% of population if recent trends continue
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Scenarios

No switching

This scenario imagines no person in
America has changed or will change
their religion after 2020.

O Steady switching
Movement into and out of Christianity
remains stable at recently observed
rates. That is, in each new generation,
31% of Christians become religiously
unaffiliated before they turn 30, and
21% of unaffiliated people become
Christian.

O Rising disaffiliation with limits
In each new generation, a growing
share of Christians switch out before
they turn 30, while a shrinking share
of ‘nones’ switch in. But the switching
rate is capped to prevent the share of
Christians who leave the faith from
rising above 50%.

O Rising disaffiliation without limits
In each new generation, a growing
share of Christians switch out before
they turn 30, while a shrinking share
of ‘nones’ switch in. No cap is
imposed on switching rates.
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Non-Religion & Secularism
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No switching

This scenario imagines no person in
America has changed or will change
their religion after 2020.

O Steady switching

Movement into and out of Christianity
remains stable at recently observed
rates. That is, in each new generation,
31% of Christians become religiously
unaffiliated before they turn 30, and
21% of unaffiliated people become
Christian.

O Rising disaffiliation with limits

In each new generation, a growing
share of Christians switch out before
they turn 30, while a shrinking share
of ‘nones’ switch in. But the switching
rate is capped to prevent the share of
Christians who leave the faith from
rising above 50%.

O Rising disaffiliation without limits

In each new generation, a growing
share of Christians switch out before
they turn 30, while a shrinking share
of ‘nones’ switch in. No cap is
imposed on switching rates.
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How Might This Affect US7

Feels disorienting - 1 Pet 2 12 Is 9: 20

Pressures to conform - TPet. ,'4:1_4'—‘.:1.6,_ 1:14—'16 e

Justify returning evil for evil = 1 Pet. 3:9, 415 _

Disheartens: “why continue?” - 1 Pet. 5:9-10



But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the
same experiences of sufferlng are belng accomplished
by your brethren who are in the world ‘After you have

suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who

called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Hlmself -
perfect, confirm, strengthen and establlsh you ThIS |s
the true grace of God. Stand firm in it! >

1 Peter 5:9-12 NASB95
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