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1 Peter 2:21, 4:1, 16
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Called to Suffer for Christ 
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Persecution in Asia

Acts ~ 40s-50s AD (see 13:45, 14:19, 19:23f)
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Persecution in Asia

Acts ~ 40s-50s AD (see 13:45, 14:19, 19:23f)

Revelation ~ 90s AD (see 2:9-10, 13, 13:7-10) 

1 Peter ~ 65 AD



There is no evidence in 1 Peter that the Christians in 
Asia Minor experienced martyrdom, nor organized, 
state-sponsored, empire-wide persecution. Peter 
wrote to Christians scattered through modern-day 

Turkey, who experienced sporadic mistreatment and 
abuse, ridicule and shame, simply and only because 

they identified with Christ. 

Juan Sanchez, 1 Peter for You, p. 14
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How Might This Affect Us?

Feels disorienting – 1 Pet. 2:12, Is. 5:20

Pressures to conform – 1 Pet. 4:14-16, 1:14-16

Justify returning evil for evil – 1 Pet. 3:9, 4:15

Disheartens: “why continue?” – 1 Pet. 5:9-10



But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the 
same experiences of suffering are being accomplished 
by your brethren who are in the world. After you have 

suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 
called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself 

perfect, confirm, strengthen, and establish you … This is 
the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!

1 Peter 5:9-12 NASB95
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