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History & Prevalence 

• Supreme Court decided Murphy vs. NCAA (2018) 
and struck down federal ban 

• To date, 38 US states have legalized some form 

• Approx. $23.1 billion wagered on this year’s 
Super Bowl (American Gaming Association)

• Approx. $2.72 billion wagered on this year’s 
March Madness (AGA) 
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Unique Dangers 

• National Council on Problem Gambling survey / 
study published in 2021 

https://www.ncpgsurvey.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/NCPG_NGAGE-
Natl_Detailed_Report-Public.pdf 
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Unique Dangers 

• Article in Addictive Behaviors – “Sports-betting-
related gambling disorder: Clinical features and 
correlates of cognitive behavioral therapy 
outcomes” (October 2022) 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S030646032200137X 
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Unique Dangers 

• Sports betting “could be more problematic than 
other forms because it gives more illusion of 
control. Those who wager on sports tend to 
believe they have some insights which give them 
an advantage. The result is they’re less likely to 
acknowledge and take responsibility for their 
game-related problems.”

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/faqs-sports-betting/ 
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Principles & Warnings 

Use God-owned resources wisely and 
resourcefully 

• Is it a wise use of our money? Is it prudent  
investment? (Prov. 27:23-27) 

• Is this what a good, righteous steward would do?                      
(Luke 16:10-13)
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Principles & Warnings 

Do not let money rule your life 

• What is the motivation behind gambling?                   
(Prov. 23:4-5) 

• Is it guarding against “every form of greed”? 
(Luke 12:13-23, 1 Tim. 6:9-11)
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Principles & Warnings 

Do not become wasteful or lose control of 
your behavior  

• Are you allowing something to “master” you?               
(1 Cor. 6:12-13)

• Are you “redeeming the time”? (Eph. 5:15-16) 
Being “sober-minded”? (1 Pet. 4:7) 
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Principles & Warnings 

Do not curse or dehumanize people made 
in God’s image 

• How do you view, treat, and speak to / of the 
people involved? (James 3:9) 
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“Everything” Principles

Be wise and resourceful 

Love God more than anything

Be mindful and in control of choices 

Honor, and serve, all people 
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